Autonomic dysfunction in recent onset and advanced Parkinson's disease.
Cardiovascular autonomic nerve function and its relation to the clinical variables of untreated recent onset and levodopa-treated advanced disease parkinsonian patients were studied. Heart rate variations were diminished in both groups when compared with age-matched controls. An orthostatic blood pressure drop was found in both disease groups. The drop was stronger and related to the levodopa dose in the advanced disease group. In conclusion, 1) in Parkinson's disease a parasympathetic damage occurs which worsens during the course of the disease, 2) the orthostatic fall in blood pressure, indicating a sympathetic dysfunction, is partly due to the disease itself and partly due to levodopa treatment.